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POLITICAL. 
The Mihir-i-Nimroz (Bijnaur) of the 7th February says Geoniatien, | 
; 0 copies, 
The evacuation of Kan. that it will be generally admitted that 

dahar, the establishment of Russian influence ! 
at Kabul would be dangerous to the security of peace in | 
India. The late Kabul war can be justified only on this 
ground. If Kandahar is abandoned, the war must be con- | 
sidered to have been an entire failure, and the 18 millions & 
sterling spent on the war must be admitted to have been use- | S 

lessly thrown away. Heratis the key to India. If we do 
not occupy Herat, at all events we should keep Kandahar in aoe 
our possession. The evacuation of Kandahar would be the : 
greatest political blunder ever committed by the British 
Government. The chief argument ‘that haa been urged in 
favour of evacuation is that the province would not be self- 
supporting, and that India could ill afford to pay the cost of | ' 
tg administration. Supposing that the province is not self- t 
supporting, why should India alone pay the cost of its | : 
‘dministration? England should share the cost. Morcover, 


( 82 ) 


there is reason to think that the development of trade, agri- 
culture, and the mineral resources of the province would 
so largely increase the revenues that they would not only 
cover the expenditure, but yield a large surplus. We 
agree with Lord Lytton in thinking that, if the province 
were well managed, the inceme would: be double the expendi- 
ture. Sir Frederick Roberts and Lord Napier of Magdala 
are in favour of the retention of Kandahar. Party feeling 
alone seems to guide the Afghan policy of the pnesent 
Government. Its decision to evacuate Kandahar is probably 
due only to a desire on its part to reverse the policy of the 
late Government. Now that the Government has decided 
to retire from Kandahar, the question is to whom should it" 
make it over. As regards Abdul Rahman Khan, it will be 
remembered that we refused to retrocede Kandahar to him 
when we appointed him Amir of Kabul. If we now make 
over Kandahar to him, the public will laugh at our 
change of policy, and he will become proud and imagine 
that he alone is capable of managing the affairs of Afghanistan. 
Moreover, when he has not yet been able to restore peace 
and order in Kabul, it is not wise to make over Kandahar 
to him. To surrender Kandahar to Aiyub Khan would be 
detrimental toour prestige. Hashim Khan is aweak and treach- 
erousman. If we placed him on the throne of Kandahar, 
he would outwardly profess friendship, but. would be our 
enemy at heart. Moreover, he would not be able to hold his 
own against Aiyub Khan. After the evacuation of Kandahar, 
no result of the war will remain, except our financial difficulties 
and the loss of thousands of valuable lives. If the Amir of 
Kabul or the ruler of Kandahar, whoever he may be, intrigue 
with the Rassians, does the Government intend to declare 
war again against Afghanistan and incur a cost.of 18 millions 
sterling? Now that the Government has already arrived 
at the conclusion to leave Kandahar, it is useless to pro- 
test against its abandonment, As regards the future adminis- 
tration of the province, the best policy would be to. make it 
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over to the Khan of Khelat, who has always shown a friendly 


disposition towards us. In that case we should increase the 
detachment of troops stationed at Khelat. - . 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 12th February says that, 
although public opinion is generally in 
favour of the retention of Kandahar, 
the Government has at last expressed its intention of evacuat- 
ing it. Some persons are of opinion that its evacuation is the 
result of an understanding with Russia. They say that the 
Russians have agreed to desist from advancing towards Merv 
on condition we retire from Kandahar: but they are mis- 
taken, Our retirement has nothing to do with the advance or 
non-advance of the Russians. We have been thinking of aban- 
doning Kandahar ever since the dispersion of Aiyub Khan’s 
army by General Roberts when the Russian troops had not 
even arrived in the neighbourhood of Geok Tepe. The 
enmity that exists between the Russians and the Turkomans 
isa very old one. The present expedition of the Russians 
against the Turkomans is their fourth invasion. They may 
refrain at present on grounds of expediency from marching 
to Merv, but they are sure to attempt to seize it sooner or 
later. We should have no faith in their promises. The 
Government may retain or leave Kandahar as it pleases, but 
it should secure a strong and scientific frontier and fortify it, 
in order that we may have nothing to fear from the invasion 
of the Russians. | ; 


The Anjuman-i-Panjab of the 7th February says:—We 
urged that some man belonging to the 


The same, 


Afghan affairs, 


late Amir Sher Ali Khan’s family 
should be placed on the throne of Kabul. But some of our — 


contemporaries recommended the appointment of Abdul Rah- 


man Khan as Amir, on the ground that he would be able to 
restore order immediately in Afghanistan, Now they declare. | 
that the Kabul sardars do not approve of his rule; and that {| 
" Consequently he will probably be obliged to resign the throne: 
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and seek an asylum in India, like the ex-Wali of Kandahar, 

He may not be reduced to such straits as may lead to his 
resignation of sovereignty, but so much is obvious, that the 
Afghans consider him to bea friend of Russia and England 
and are opposed tohim. No one except the man who enjoys 
their good-will can rule over such a barbarous people for any 
length of time. So long as Abdul Rahman Khan’s rivals, 
such as Aiyub Khan, Hashim Khan, and Musa Khan, remain in 
Afghanistan there can be no tranquillity in that country, 

Hashim Khan has Musa Khan with him, and his faction is 
consequently gaining strength every day. It may be ima- 
gined that the appointment of Aiyub Khan or Hashim Khan 
as Wali of Kandahar would lead to the establishment of order 
in Afghanistan and also afford us a good opportunity of retire 
ing from Kandahar. But Kanduhar has always been a pro- 
vince of Kabul, and two kings can never rule quietly in one 
country. We a done our best, ata large sacrifice of men 
and money, to settle Afghan affairs ; now we must leave the 
Afghans to shift for themselyes. There is reason to think 
that, ere long, internecine quarrels will break out in that 
country. When the impending civil wars are over, we may 


enter into terms with the sardar who eventually sucreeds in 
establishing himself on the throne. 


GENERAIL ADMINISTRATION. 


A correspondent of the Saffr-i-Hind (Amritsar) of tho 
‘Sardar Muhammad Haiyat 5th February (received on the 9th 
AN. 


idem), referring to the suspension of 
Sardar Muhammad Haiyat Khan, sornarke that Europeans 
may not consider the case to be an important one, but the 
eyes of all natives are turned to it, There is reason to think 
that the Government has suspended him after careful delibera- 
tion. We should not be surprised if his suspension were based 
even on political grounds. The natives, especially the native — 
officers, are much concerned to see whether the Government bas 
suspended him on one-sided evidence. He is an old and 


faithful native officer. His deputation to Kabul on political 
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daty shows that the Government had -great confidence -in 

his ability and loyalty. It is to be regretted that ordinary 

Europeans cannot bear to see a native appointed .to a 

high office. They are consequently now publishing all sorts 

of things to bring Haiyat Khan into disrepute. His sus- 
pension is based on the charges which have been brought 
against him by the Afghan sardars who were imprisoned and 

deported from Kabul to India. Had he taken a bribe from Yakab 
Khan, obviously he would not have expressed his opinion in 
favour of his deportation. As the Afghans are themeelves noto- 
riously corrupt, they cannot conceive that. any person can be 
honest. They consider even Europeans to be dishonest. Sir 
Robert Egerton would be able to form an idea of Afghan 
character if he looked over the files of bribe cases that crop- 
ped up since the time of the late George Lawrence in connection 
with the Afghans. The natives hope that the sardar will be 
found innocent. A commission consisting of both Europeans 
and natives should be appointed to investigate the case... Such 
men as the Hon’ble Saiyid Ahmad Khan and Khalifa Saiyjd 
Muhammad Hasan Khan, the prime minister of Patiala, 
should be appointed members of the:commission. Had Gene- 
ral John Nicholson, who fell in the battle at Delhi in 1857, 
been alive at this time, he could have told the Government 
what services Sardar Muhammad Haiyat Khan has rendered 
to the State. Just look at the certificate which he gave him 


at the time of his death and which he wrote, as it were, with 
his blood. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjab of the 7th February says that. the 


The repeal of the Ver- Steedard states that the Government 


nacular Press Act. 


cular Press Act shortly. The native editors welcome the 
announcement. We are disposed to think that the Government 
was hitherto unable to take the question of the repeal of the 
Press Act into consideration, as its attention was entirely 
engrossed by the Afghan difficulty. Publicopinionis decidedly 
Spposed to the Act, Although the Bot" has not ' practical! 


of India intends to abolish the Verna- 


3&0 copies. 


Circulation, 
125 copies. 
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affected the freedom of the native press, it should be repealed, 
because it is, as it were, a mark of infamy-branded on our fore- 
heads and is based on an unjust recognition of distinction — 
between the native and European editors. The former are, - 
so to speak, the pupils of the latter and imitate their conduct. — 
We can refer to passages in Anglo-Indian papers which are 
more objectionable than those extracts which were culled from 
the vernacular papers by Government and laid on the table at 


the Legislative Council at the time of passing the Press Act. 


In these circumstances it is to be regretted that the liberty of 
only the vernacular press was curtailed, while the Anglo-Indian 
Press was left unfettered. Restrictions should have been imposed 
upon the liberty of the Anglo-Indian Press in order to im- 
prove its tone, and then the tone of the native press would: 
have improved of itself. Moreover, the curtailment of the — 
liberty of the native press was a retrograde measure. 


The Pramod Sindhu (Amraoti) of the 7th February, © 
referring to the telegrams lately 
received from England about the pro- 
posed repeal of the Vernacular Press Act, remarks that it 
will be remembered that when the Act was passed, the Sarv 

Janik Sabha of Puna sent a petition to Mr. Gladstone’ © 
against it for submission to Parliament. He submitted the 
petition, and the result was that some of the harsh sections — 
of the Act were modified. Now that he himself is prime 
minister of England, it is sure to be abolished. The natives — 
heartily welcomed the accession of the Liberals to power, 

because they expected that their government would be bene- 
ficial to them. They have not been altogether disappointed. 
England has contributed a portion of the cost of the late 
Afghan war. The Government is inclined to leave Kanda- 
har in order that India may not be burdened with the cost 
of its administration. The long pending civil service question 
has been settled, and the natives are admitted to that service, 
according to the new rules, The natives will be very thankful, 


The same. 
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to the Liberals if ens continue to redress their grievances 
in the same way. 


The same paper, referring to ‘the Kolhapur conspiracy, 
The Kolhapur conspi- S88 that some Englishmen at home 
racy. have been frightened by it. It has 
reminded them of the Mutiny of 1857. But their: * appre- 
hensions are unfounded. It should be observed that the 
conspirators were a. handful of ignorant and low persons. 
Their ringleader was one Ram Bhat, a beggar. They had 
only a few old and: rusty swords and guns, They intended 
to collect money to carry out their scheme by committing 
robberies and thefts and by searching for hidden treasures 
buried underground. Their object was to place an impos- 
tor on the throne of Kolhapur.’ These things clearly show 
that no political importance should be attached to the affair. 
The spread of education among the natives will prevent the 
recurrence of such foolish plots. 


A correspondent of the Rahbar-i- Hi od of the 8th Feb- 

Pleaders of the sexond Yuary states that, according to rule 
raph anergy org Nar 35 a the rules appended to circular 
Chief Court. No. sas? dated 10th May, 1879, of the 
Panjab Chief Gourt, petition-writers of the first class can 
write appeals intended to be peeerryy to the Chief Court, 
while it appears from circular No. = ‘ dated 19th February, 
1880, that pleaders of the second class are not allowed to 


write such appeals. Are the petition-writers better acquaint- 
ed with the law than the pleaders ? 


The same paper publishesan article communicated by a 
The pay of naib-tahsil- Maib-tahsildar. The writer says that 
dars, Panjab. the registry work, which is at present 
done by tahsildars, should be made over to naib-tahsildars. 
The giving of the registry allowance to them will remove their 
complaint as to their pay being very small and involve no 
additional expenditure. The editor does not approve ‘of the 
Proposal, as it would be unwise to reduce the emoldments of 


Circulation, 
308 copies 


Viceroy’s recovery. 
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the tahsildars, but urges that the pay of naib-tahsildars 
should be increased, because their small pay offers a great 
temptation to them for taking bribes. 


The same paper publishes an account of the meeting which 
fhankegiving at Amrit 28 held by the Sikhs of Amritsar at 
sar for His Exceltency the the Golden Temple on the 30th Jann- 
ary last to offer a thanksgiving for the 
tecovery of His Excellency the Vicoroy. About four or five 
thousand Sikhs were present on that occasion. Prayers were 
oftered, sweatmeats distributed among the students, and alms 
given to the poor. Im the evening there were an illumination 
and a display of fireworks, 


The Arya Darpan for January (received on the 11th 
February) republishes the articles 


PP Bem g of kine bY which appeared in the Kavi Vachan 


Sudha about the riot which took place 
between the Hindus and Musalmans at Mirzapur, on the day 
of the last I’d festival, in connection with the sacrifice of 
cow by the latter, and urges that, in accordance with the terms 
of Her Majesty’s proclamation of 1858, the Government 
should prevent the Musalmans' from outraging the feelings of 
the Hindus by killing kine, 


The Bhdrat Bandhu of the 11th February, referring to 
ia the abolition of flogging as a mode of 
punishment in the army, urges that 
flogging should be altogether stoppe d. 


‘The same paper expresses satisfaction at the proposed 

The abolition of the Tepeal of the Vernacular Press Act and 
Press Act. offers thanks to the Liberal Govern 
ment. The editor remarks that Lord Lytton passed the Act 
probably in order that the native papers mighf not spread 
false and seditious rumours at the time of the Afghan war. 
But the natives are perfectly loyal to Government, and it 
was quite unnecessary to gag their mouths. 


Uw i 
RAILWAY. 


the collision that lately took place 
between two trains on the Panjab 
Northern State Railway between the Kamoke and Muridke 
stations, remarks that the lives of the passengers are entirely in 
the hands of guards and engine-drivers. They can cause 
the deaths of hundreds of men by their carelessness. The 
collision in question must have caused damage amounting to 
forty or fifty thousand rupees. It is to be regretted that the 
railway officers are not very careful in the selection of engine- 
drivers and guards. Those men who have failed to obtain 
appointments elsewhere are at once appointed guards and 
engine-drivers on railways. Only men of good conduct should 
be appointed to these posts, and security should also be taken 
from them. 


Railway accidents. 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Niur of the 9th February 
complains that guards and engine-dri- 
vers are generally much addicted to 
the use of spirituous liquors, and accidents frequently occur 
through their carelessness. In order to remedy the evil the 
writer proposes that the guards and engine-drivers dismissed. 
by one railway on a charge of drunkenness should not’ be 
taken in by another railway. . Moreover, when a train halts 
ata station, the station-master should see that the guard and 


re éngine-driver on duty have no spirituous ghee with 
em. 


The same, 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS 


The Jdm-i-Jamshed (Moradabad) of the 4th February 
4 (received on the 9th idem) says that 


Maulvi § 
he Sabor a ll Kha, it published some complaints against 


dinate Judge of Moradabad: as for 


instance the collection of subscriptions by Anwar-ul-Haq, 


The Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the 7th February, referring to Circulation, 


380 copies. 


Circulation, 
570 copies. 


Circulation, 
125 copies. 


Maulvi Sami-ulla Khan, the Subor- 


een ge. aes 


( 2 ) 


pleader, from pleaders and suitors at the time of Maulvi 
Sami-ulla Khan’s departure to England under the pretext of 
giving him a dinner; the collection of subscriptions by Maulvi 
Sami-ulla Khan from pleaders and suitors for the Muhamma- 
dan college at Aligarh, &c. In consequence of the publication 
of these complaints Maulvi Sami-ulla Khan is very angry 
with the proprietor of this paper, and is endeavouring to 
ruin him. His locum tenens kindly suspended the execution 
of a decree against him for some time, in order that he might 
be able to pay it. But as soon as Maulvi Sami-ulla Khan 
returned from leave, he cancelled his locum tenens’s order and 
executed the decree. The proprietor at once raised money 
with great difficulty and satisfied the decree. Then the pro- 
prietor of the Lauh-i-Mahftz instituted a false civil suit for 
Rs. 80 against the proprietor of this paper in his court, in 
its exercise of its powers of a Small Cause Court. He passed 
a decree and immediately issued an order for his arrest 
and the attachment of his property. He paid the amount 
of the decree to the decree-holder and thus saved his pro- 
perty. Then he was prosecuted under section 500 of the 
Indian Penal Code, on a charge of defamation, by Anwar-ul 
Haq, pleader, who had collected subscriptions for the dinner to 
Maulvi Sami-ulla Khan, but the suit was dismissed by 
Mr. Cruickshank, Joint Magistrate, Lately Bulaki Das, pleader, 
brought a suit for Rs. 100 against the proprietor of this 
paper. The claim was based on a bond of which the proprietor 
knew nothing. The suit was filed in the court of the Sub- 
ordinate Judge in its exercise of its powers of a Small Cause 
Court. The Subordinate Judge did not listen to him 
and decreed the claim. The proprietor hopes that the 
Government will protect him from being oppressed in this 
way by Maulvi Sami-ulla Khan ; otherwise he will remove 
his press from Moradabad to some other place. He also 
remarks that if the complaints he published against Sami-ulla 


Khan are false, why does he not himself prosecute him for 
defamation ? 


= 3 


The Vritta Dhdrd (published in Marathi at Dhfr) of ppm 
158 copies, 
A robbery committed at the 7th February, in its local news 
column, complains that a daring 
robbery was lately committed at Karod, which is situated 
at a few miles from Dhar. The thieves carried away about 


thirty-five thousand rupees worth of property and wounded 
several men. 


Dhér, Central India. 
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